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Welcome and congratulations on being selected as a 2019 American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls
State delegate! ALA Girls State is a premier program within the American Legion Auxiliary, and
being chosen to attend is an accomplishment you should be very proud of.
While some may describe ALA Girls State as “government camp,” that’s only part of the story. It’s
true that you’re going to spend the next six days immersed in Parliamentary Procedure, legislative
lingo and campaign speeches, but we also want you to remember why all of this is possible in the
first place. The American Legion Auxiliary exists to serve and support our veterans, active duty
members and their families. During your week at ALA Colorado Girls State, you’ll learn what it
means to be a patriotic American, and what our service members sacrifice every day to protect our
way of life.
ALA Colorado Girls State is also about encouraging young women to find their passion and believe
in themselves. You’ll spend this week as part of a tight-knit group of amazing young women who
will be your support network, cheerleaders, and in many cases great friends. There will be several
opportunities for you to step outside your comfort zone and reach for something you never thought
possible. Take those chances! And let your fellow delegates help you achieve them. We also have a
staff full of women who are here to support you and help make your ALA Colorado Girls State
experience incredible.
This year’s theme is “She Will Move Mountains” because if there’s one thing I want young women to
know, it’s that we all have strength and drive beyond our wildest imaginations. Everyone has
mountains in their lives that act as barriers to their goals. Some use this as a reason not to pursue
their dreams, while others figure out how to move that mountain and move forward. To go along
with this theme, our song is “Fight Song” by Rachel Platten. Chasing dreams isn’t easy, and you
have to have enough fight inside you to keep pursuing them.
I am so excited to see what the 2019 delegate class is going to achieve. So, let’s get going! I’m
honored to be your Director and welcome you to ALA Colorado Girls State.
Sincerely,

Rachel Van
Director
American Legion
Colorado Girls

Houten
Auxiliary
State

Summer 2019
Dear American Legion Auxiliary Girls State Citizen,
Congratulations on your selection to attend 2019 American Legion Auxiliary Girls State. Attending ALA Girls State
is an opportunity afforded you because of your accomplishments at school and in your community. ALA Girls
State presents, not only a learning experience, but a chance to meet other students with the same high expectations
for their future. The American Legion Auxiliary unit that sponsored you has the greatest confidence in your ability
to excel at ALA Girls State.
The American Legion Auxiliary Girls State program is a fast-paced immersion into experiencing government; city,
county and state. Your participation, in every aspect this program offers, is imperative for you to meet the highest
expectations for yourself. Others who have gone before you and excelled in life include a Secretary of Homeland
Security, governors, a Wing Commander for the U. S. Air Force; an NBC broadcast journalist, lawyers and even
Miss America. Since this is a once in a lifetime opportunity, I encourage you to embrace this experience to learn
and grow.
As the world’s largest women’s patriotic service organization, the American Legion Auxiliary is an organization
based on the military service of our family members. America’s veterans, and those serving currently in the military,
are our true American heroes; the sacrifices they and their families have given continue to allow us to live free.
Your week at ALA Girls State will change the course of your life; it has the possibility to open doors for
scholarships, entrance into military academies and colleges across the country. Make the most of your week and
embrace all opportunities, and you will leave with memories and friendships that will last a lifetime.
Congratulations, citizen of ALA Girls State. Have a wonderful week and remember to take pride in our country
and its form of government and, most importantly, in yourself.
For God and Country,

Kathy Dungan
National President
American Legion Auxiliary
“Serving Our Heroes“

June 2019
Dear American Legion Auxiliary Girls State Citizen:
Congratulations!!!! What an exciting opportunity for you. This week will teach you things you never
thought you would learn. In addition, you will make lifelong friends.
You will have an opportunity to develop knowledge and skills into how the government operates at the
City, County, and State level. It is a week of intense learning and absolute fun.
American Legion Auxiliary Girls State gives you an opportunity to develop and define your leadership
skills. To enhance relationship with your peers and learn the essence of confidence. You will also learn
the art of debate and compromise.
The Purpose Statement as defined on the American Legion Auxiliaries National Website
(alaforveterans.org) states: To provide an outstanding, unique, and coveted educational opportunity for
the young women of our nation that instills the basic ideals and principles of American government
through the American Legion Auxiliary Girls State and American Legion Auxiliary Girls Nation
citizenship training programs.
You are one of more than 16,000 young women nationwide to participate in this unique program. By
the end of the week you will hear that the program had a profound effect and changed your lives. My
daughter attended Girls State. Came back the next year as a junior counselor then back three more
years as a counselor. To this day she is still in contact with many of the ladies from her city.
Enjoy!!! Be Empowered!! Be the Leader!!!
Thank you for your Passion!

Laurie J Kuntz
Laurie Kuntz
American Legion Auxiliary
Department President 2018-2019

WHAT IS THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY?
Eighteen million dollars... eight million hours of service... that's what American Legion Auxiliary
volunteers do in just one year! Since this organization was founded in 1919 to support the work of the
American Legion, the Auxiliary has earned its place in the community. What does eighteen million
dollars mean? Mathematically, eighteen million dollars would stretch from Denver, Colorado to
Washington DC, placing one dollar bills end to end. The impact of the dollars and hours of service on
our communities across the United States is priceless.
Membership in the American Legion Auxiliary falls into one of the following categories: 1) the mother,
wife, sister, daughter, granddaughter, great-granddaughter, or grandmother of an American Legion
member or a deceased veteran who would have been eligible for Legion membership, or 2) a female
veteran on her own military service. Eligibility for American Legion membership is based on service in
the Armed Forces during World War I, World War II, Korea, Vietnam, Panama, Grenada, Lebanon,
and/or the Persian Gulf.
Initially, the Auxiliary was organized by concerned women who took on the day-to-day responsibilities
of life when their male family members went overseas during World War I. Aware of the many
fatherless families and the needs of returning veterans, Auxiliary women vowed to continue their
supportive roles when the veterans of World War I founded the American Legion. The commitment of
“Service, not Self” has carried through the generations to develop a strong spirit of volunteerism.

The Mission of the American Legion Auxiliary is:
•
•
•
•
•

To support the American Legion and its programs for veterans, young people and community
To provide for today's needs of our veterans and young people and the community while being
advocates for a brighter future
To advance the understanding of patriotism and responsibility of citizenship
To promote individual integrity and family values
To ensure as volunteers, that Auxiliary members continue to be the leaders in all that is good in the
nation today, tomorrow and for generations to come through serving others first and not self.

How can you get involved?
•

ALA Colorado Girls State – As a former delegate, your experiences can help us make ALA
Colorado Girls State even better! We encourage you to come back to ALA Colorado Girls State as a
Junior Counselor, and, in future years, as an Assistant Counselor, Counselor or even Director!

•

Junior Activities – If you have an eligible family member who has served in the American Armed
Forces, you may be eligible to join the American Legion Auxiliary. Joining makes you eligible for
special scholarships, volunteer opportunities, and other great benefits!

•

Poppies – Each year, we raise money by giving out free paper poppy flowers and collecting
donations that are specially designated for veteran programs. Volunteering with us is most
welcome!

•

For more information about the American Legion Auxiliary programs and membership, please
contact your sponsoring Unit or other local Unit.

AMERICAN LEGION AND AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
SCHOLARSHIPS AND EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
(Hundreds of scholarship opportunities are available and go unclaimed each year.)
Visit www.alacolorado.com/scholarships or www.alaforveterans.org/scholarships for the specifics of each award
listed here.
Department President's Scholarship for Junior Auxiliary Members - Three $1,000 scholarship awards. Requirements: Must
be Junior Auxiliary member for last three years and have a current card, must be a senior in high school, applications must
be presented to Unit President on or before March 1.
Department President's Scholarship - Two $1,000 scholarship awards. Requirements: Must be a direct relative of someone
who served in the Armed Forces during eligibility dates for membership in the American Legion, must be in Senior year of
high school, applications must be presented to Unit President by March 1.
American Legion Auxiliary Scholarship for Non-Traditional Students – One $2,000 scholarship will be awarded. This is a
gift scholarship. Requirements: Applicant must be a member of the American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, or Sons of
the American Legion and shall have paid dues for the two preceding years and for the calendar year in which application is
made. Applications must be submitted by March 1 of each calendar year.
Past Presidents' Parley Health Professional Scholarship - Number of recipients and amounts vary each year. Requirements:
Must be a direct relative of someone who served in the Armed Forces during eligibility dates for membership in the
American Legion, must be used for training in any field of health. Applications must be submitted by April 15 of each
calendar year.
American Legion Auxiliary Children of Warriors National President's Scholarship – Fifteen Scholarships in the amount of
$5,000 each will be awarded in 2019. Three scholarships will be awarded in each of the five divisions of the American Legion
Auxiliary. Deadline is March 1 of each calendar year. All are gift scholarships and not loans.
American Legion Auxiliary Spirit of Youth Scholarship for Junior Members – Five four-year scholarships in the amount of
$5,000 per year awarded to Junior members of the American Legion Auxiliary. One scholarship will be awarded in each
division. Deadline is March 1 of each calendar year. All are gift scholarships and not loans. High school seniors.
ALA Girls State and ALA Girls Nation – Two girls from each ALA Girls State program are chosen to attend ALA Girls
Nation in Washington D.C. each July. High school juniors only. Scholarship money is awarded to the ALA Girls Nation
President, ALA Girls Nation Vice President, and ALA Girls Nation Outstanding Senator.
Samsung Scholarships – ALA Girls State and American Legion Boys State citizens who are direct descendants of wartime
veterans have the opportunity to apply. Over $230,000 is awarded annually to Girls and Boys State citizens nationally.
American Legacy Scholarships – Needs-based aid for children of active duty military, Guard and Reserve personnel who
were federalized and died on active duty on or after September 11, 2001. Children of post-9/11 veterans having been
assigned a combined disability rating of 50 percent or greater by the Department of Veterans Affairs also qualify. Deadline
April 15, 2019. High school seniors or graduates. Visit www.legion.org/scholarships/legacy for more information on this
scholarship.
Department and Local Scholarships – There are additional scholarships offered in each Department and through many local
Units and Posts. Approximately $1.4 million is awarded every year. The amount, deadlines, and qualifications vary.
Americanism Essay Contests – Students in grades 3-12 compete in five age classes. The essay title changes annually. Local
awards may vary. Divisional winners in each class receive $100, and the national winner is awarded $500 in each class.
Deadlines vary.
Oratorical Contest – $5000 is divided between Department winners and up to $18,000 scholarships for national winners.
Open to all high school students. Local deadlines vary.
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Jr. Shooting Contest – Scholarships are awarded to top marksmen.

CONSTITUTION OF AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY’S
COLORADO GIRLS STATE
PREAMBLE
We, the citizens of American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State—grateful for the civil and religious
liberty we enjoy, and looking to Almighty God for His blessing upon our endeavor to continue to
transmit the same to succeeding generations, in order to promote better citizenship, to develop the spirit
of democratic government, to encourage women to intelligent participation in government, and to
develop within the individual the love of God, home, and country—do ordain and establish this
Constitution of American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State.
ARTICLE I
Section 1
The boundaries and jurisdiction of the State shall be that part of the campus that is set aside for the uses
and purposes of American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State or such other locations as may be
decided from time to time by the Director(s) of American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State.
Section 2
(a) American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State shall be composed of outstanding girls
representing various high schools in Colorado, meeting annually on a campus in Colorado, or such
other location as may be decided as heretofore mentioned, under the sponsorship of the American
Legion Auxiliary.
(b) Citizens of American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State shall be chosen on the basis of
leadership, character, courage, honesty, scholarship, cooperativeness, emotional stability, physical
fitness, and interest in government and politics.
Section 3
The American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State oath shall be: I, a citizen of American Legion
Auxiliary Colorado Girls State, do promise to defend the American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls
State insignia and all the things it represents. Therefore, it will be my duty to constantly endeavor to
promote and perpetuate true fellowship and democracy to which all humanity is entitled. With God as
my judge and justice as my motto, this is my promise from this day forward.”
Section 4
Black, white, green, and gold, shall be the colors of American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State.
ARTICLE II
Section 1
Organization and procedures of American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State shall be patterned
after the actual government of Colorado, and every effort shall be made to follow processes and
procedures, varying only, when in the opinion of the American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State
Committee, the time and number of citizens make following them impractical.
Section 2
(a) Citizens of American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State shall be divided in cities, the number
in each to be determined by enrollment in the session.
(b) Cities shall be organized as second-class cities, according to the laws of the State of Colorado.
(c) The number of cities in American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State shall be fixed annually by
the Director(s) and Committee.
(d) The Commission type of city government shall be used in all cities. A Mayor and two
Councilwomen shall be elected.
(e) It shall be the duty of the City officials to enforce law and order and do the utmost to keep the City
government effective at all times.
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Section 3
(a) The number of counties in American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State shall be fixed annually
by the Director(s) and Committee.
(b) County government shall be based upon county government in Colorado and function
accordingly.
Section 4
The entire group shall organize a State government according to the Constitution and laws of the State
of Colorado.
ARTICLE III
It shall be the duty of each citizen of American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State to:
(a) Give a report of her week to her Auxiliary Unit and other financial contributors at the request of the
sponsoring organization.
(b) Carry the ideals and the spirit of American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State back into her
high school and community in every way possible.
ARTICLE IV
Responsibility and authority for American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State rests with the
American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Colorado.
ARTICLE V
This Constitution shall be effective immediately upon the opening session of American Legion
Auxiliary Colorado Girls State.
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BYLAWS OF AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY’S
COLORADO GIRLS STATE
ARTICLE I
The purpose of the Bylaws of American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State shall be to aid in
furthering the purposes of the organization and expedite its functioning.

ARTICLE II
Section 1
All citizens of American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State shall attend and actively participate
in all meetings, lectures, and flag ceremonies unless excused by the American Legion Auxiliary
Colorado Girls State Director(s) or Nurse.
Section 2
All delegates are expected to adhere to the American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State dress code.
Section 3
Citizens shall at no time leave the area designated as American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State
Boundaries without the permission of the American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State Director(s).

ARTICLE III
Section 1
Cell phones, personal listening devices and similar items may not be brought to meetings or other
scheduled events for either verbal or texting purposes. If any session disruptions occur due to the use of
these items, they will be confiscated and returned at a later time. American Legion Auxiliary Colorado
Girls State will not accept responsibility of any damage or theft of these items.
Section 2
Citizens shall make limited telephone calls only during free time. American Legion Auxiliary
Colorado Girls State will not be responsible for bills of any kind contracted by Citizens of American
Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State.

ARTICLE IV
Section 1
Each girl shall be responsible for the appearance of her city quarters and for keeping the American
Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State area orderly and attractive.
Section 2
As guests of the college, citizens will observe all campus rules, and will take good care of all
equipment and property. No articles of any kind shall be removed or changed from one room to
another.
Section 3
THERE SHALL BE NO SMOKING ON THE CAMPUS.

ARTICLE V
Section 1
Each American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State citizens shall observe the hours of rising and
retiring respecting the needs of other delegates.
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Section 2
There shall be no visiting from one city to another after the night curfew without permission from the
citizen’s City Counselor.
Section 3
Citizens are to return to the dorm immediately following the evening session and remain there. Use
sidewalks when going to meetings and dormitories.
Section 4
American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State citizens shall have no guests on campus, unless
authorized by Director(s).

ARTICLE VI
Section 1
It shall be illegal for a citizen elected as a City Mayor or Councilwoman or designated for a County or
State office to resign in order to pursue another office.
Section 2
The State Party Chairman may not have been elected City Mayor or Councilwoman, nor designated
for any County or State office.

ARTICLE VII
Section 1
Authorized campaign materials including paper, markers, scissors and tape will be furnished for
citizens through the City Counselor. Additional markers, scissors, or scotch and masking tape may be
brought from home. Do not bring prepared or printed campaign materials of any kind. This will
disqualify citizens from office.
Section 2
Citizens may not use food, stickers, magazine clippings or other similar unauthorized items for
campaigning so as to keep opportunities equal for all citizens.
Section 3
Campaign materials shall only be posted inside the American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State
dormitories. Preparation of campaign materials shall be limited to recreation and free time. It shall be
the responsibility of the candidate to see that all her campaign material is removed within three (3)
hours after the election results have been announced.
Section 4
There will be no campaigning for any County office until after the first County Assembly. There will be
no campaigning for any State office until after the first State Assembly.

ARTICLE VIII
Any girl who violates any rule of the American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State can be dismissed.
A letter written by the American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State citizen telling why she is being
dismissed will be required before she leaves the campus. Parents will be notified and a copy of this letter
will be sent to the sponsoring Unit and to the delegates’ high school.
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FLAG CEREMONIES
Observers will follow these flag etiquette rules during flag ceremonies.
• During the flag ceremonies everyone, including leaders, should stand with hands empty, remain
quiet, and salute the flag appropriately.
• During the flag raising, everyone will stand and remain quiet while the color guard begins to
approach the flagpole. The salute of the right hand over the heart begins when the flag begins to
ascend the flagpole and is held in that position until the flag reaches the top of the pole.
• During the “Pledge of Allegiance” and “The Star Spangled Banner” (National Anthem), everyone
will stand quietly, facing the flag, with hands empty, and salute the flag with their right hand over
their heart. It is not necessary to cover the heart during other patriotic songs.
• During the flag lowering, everyone starts to salute when the flag begins to descend the flagpole. The
salute to the flag is maintained until the flag is unhooked from the rope. Everyone will stand
quietly facing the flag until it has been folded and the Color Guard has been dismissed.
There are a few rules of flag etiquette that, if remembered, will answer most questions:
• The American flag should assume a position of prominence—a little higher or furthest right, as it
looks out.
• In the order of proceedings, it is “God before Country,” that is: prayer is offered before the Pledge
of Allegiance is recited.
• Out of an appreciation for those who have given their lives on behalf of our freedom, we should
respect and revere the flag, not worship it.
DIALOGUE TO BE USED BY THE COLOR GUARD RAISING OF THE FLAG
“Please stand for the presentation of the Colors”
“Color Guard advance”
“Color Guard post the Colors”
“Please join us in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance and the singing of (a patriotic song*) ”
“Color Guard dismissed”
RETIRING OF THE FLAG
“Please stand for the Presentation of the Colors” “Color Guard advance”
“Please join us in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance and the singing of (a patriotic song*) ” “Color
Guard retire the Colors”
Select a patriotic song from pages at the back of the ALA Colorado Girls State manual.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which
it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”
NOTE: When the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag is recited, stand at attention, face the flag, and salute the flag.
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COLORADO CENTENNIAL STATE
COLORADO – Joined the Union as the 38th state on August 1, 1876, 100 years after the signing of the
Declaration of Independence. The state is named for the Colorado River; river so named because of its
brownish-red color. In Spanish, Colorado means colored ruddy or red. The river must have been at
flood stage, since the water is clear at other seasons.
MOTTO – “Nil Sine Numine” —Nothing Without Providence or Deity. Adopted in 1861 for the
territorial seal.
NICKNAME – Centennial State or Silver State; Colorful Colorado.
GREAT SEAL – Heraldic shield with snow-capped peaks and miner's device; fascia bears the words,
“Union and Constitution”; crest holds eye of God. Adopted in 1877.
FLOWER – The white and sky-blue Rocky Mountain Columbine. The flower is protected by law in
Colorado on all public lands. Adopted in 1899.
BIRD – Lark Bunting, a native of western United States east of Rockies; averages seven inches long and
winters in Mexico. The bird sings in flight. Adopted in 1931.
SONG – “Where the Columbines Grow” with words and music by Arthur J. Flynn of Denver. Adopted
in 1915. “Rocky Mountain High” with words and music by John Denver of Aspen. Adopted in 2007.
TREE – Colorado Blue Spruce, grows below 9,000 feet and grows to a height of 100 feet and up to two
feet in diameter. Adopted in 1939.
INSECT – Colorado Hairstreak Butterfly, native to Colorado. Adopted 1996.
ROCK – Yule Marble, quarried in Colorado, used in many monuments in Washington DC, including
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldiers. Adopted 1971.
THE COLORADO STATE FLAG
Originated by Denver Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution. Adopted by the Eighteenth
General Assembly on May 6, 1911. Senator W.H. Sharpley introduced the bill. The design was by A.C.
Carson, President, Ohio Society of Colorado.
LETTER “C”
Capital for Colorado
Centennial State
Columbine State

GOLD
Greatest Gold State
All the Year—Sunshine
One Columbine color
One color more than the US Flag

RED
Color in Spanish “Colorado”

YALE BLUE
All the Year— Blue Sky
One Columbine Color

WHITE
Greatest Silver State
Eternal Mountain Snow
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ALA COLORADO GIRLS STATE GOVERNMENT
The college campus is your residence for this week, and ALA Colorado Girls State is yours to govern.
We know your stay will be a worthwhile learning experience. The government and laws of this
simulated state will operate as you wish and will be as idealistic as you, the individual citizen, make it.
Remember that as long as the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights is our basic law, you, as
a citizen have power.
The ballot is your protection and your power for good representative government.
CITY, COUNTY AND STATE GOVERNMENT
At ALA Colorado Girls State we will give you a small sample of City, County and State government
based on Colorado laws. All citizens take part in the three levels of government. When registered, each
delegate is assigned to a City and County based on location in the dorms.
Residents of each City nominate and elect a Mayor and a City Councilwomen. The Mayor and City
Councilwomen appoint the remainder of the city offices. The cities of ALA Colorado Girls State are
organized in accordance with the council form of government.
Each city serves as its own precinct. Every girl will attend her County and State Assemblies as a
delegate. Candidates will be designated at the Assemblies to be placed on their party's ballot. To be
designated as a candidate on the ballot, a candidate must receive at least 20 percent of the vote of the
assembled delegates.
CAMPAIGNING
Be enthusiastic about your campaign, but do not use crayon, chalk or paint of any kind to deface the
building or property of the campus. Use paper and cardboard to make your signs and put up
campaign materials with masking tape so all materials can be removed easily, leaving no defacing
marks on walls or doors. Keep campaign signs within the confines of the dorms. Do not post signs
outside the dorm area.
POLITICAL PARTIES
The two political parties at ALA Colorado Girls State are Federalists and Nationalists. There is no
provision at ALA Colorado Girls State for unaffiliated voters.
LEGISLATURE
Each citizen is assigned to either the Senate or the House of Representatives at the time of registration.
There will be a majority party in each body. The letters S or H on the name badge indicate a Senator or
member of the House of Representatives. The number on your name badge denotes Senate or House
committee assignments.
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PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE
“The application of parliamentary law is the best method yet devised to enable assemblies of any size, with due regard for
every member’s opinion, to arrive at the general will on a maximum number of questions of varying complexity in a
minimum time and under all kinds of internal climate ranging from total harmony to hardened or impassioned division of
opinion.”
~ Henry M. Robert

The rules comprising parliamentary law were developed in England around the fourteenth
century. The rules were brought to this country by the American colonists, who adapted them for use
in town meetings, colonial legislatures and other public and private assemblies. These rules, modified
for use in various settings, have remained essentially the same throughout the centuries.
The objectives of parliamentary law are to:
• Expedite business
• Maintain order
• Insure equality for all members
• Accomplish the purpose for which a group is organized
Individuals who look forward to full participation in the organizations to which they belong can
greatly increase their effectiveness by having an understanding of parliamentary law.
Membership in an organization generally includes the right to full participation in its proceedings
including making motions, taking part in debate, voting, serving on committees and the right to hold
office.
Committees often perform much of the work of an organization. A committee is a body of one or
more persons elected or appointed to consider, investigate or take action on specified matters.
Committees are of two types: Standing and Special. Standing committees perform ongoing duties and
serve for a time coinciding with the terms of the officers. Special committees are appointed to
undertake specific tasks. They cease to exist when their work is completed and they have made their
final report to the assembly. Committee meetings are informal. The committee chair may make
motions and vote: motions do not require a second; and there are no limits on debate. Informal
discussion is permitted while no motion is pending. When a motion comes out of committee it does
not require a second because the motion was created by the committee which indicates that more than
one person wish to discuss the motion; therefore, a motion coming out of a committee is understood to
be automatically seconded.
An organization may adopt an order of business tailored specifically to its own needs. The agenda
is a predetermined sequence of items of business to be covered at a specific meeting. An agenda is a
list of items of business to come before the assembly. The following is an example of an agenda:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Reading and Approval of Minutes
Reports of Officers, Boards and Standing Committees
Reports of Special Committees
Special Orders (matters which have been previously assigned a type of special priority)
Unfinished Business and General Orders (matters previously introduced which have come over
from the preceding meeting)
6. New Business
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Contents of Minutes:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

The kind of meeting: regular, special, adjourned regular or adjourned special
The name of the society or assembly
The date and time of the meeting, and the place if it is not always the same
The fact that the regular chair and secretary were present or, in their absence, the names of the
persons who substituted for them
Whether the minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved—as read, or as
corrected—the date of that meeting being given if it was other than a regular business meeting
All main motions
All points of order and appeals
The hour of adjournment

A typical financial statement:
Balance on Hand June 1, 2009
Receipts
Dues
Proceeds from Fundraiser

$ 539.40

Total Receipts
Total
Disbursements
Stationery and Printing
Postage
Total Disbursements

$ 344.52
$ 883.92

Balance on Hand July 4, 2009

$ 766.65

$ 250.00
$ 94.52

$ 84.67
$ 32.60
$ 117.27

MOTIONS
The following five classes of motions are used to conduct business: Main, Subsidiary, Privileged,
Incidental, and Motions That Bring a Question Again before the Assembly.
Business is introduced through the making of main motions. While a main motion is pending,
many other motions are in order.
The regular method of voting is by voice. The presiding officer first calls for the affirmative vote
and then calls for the negative vote. A voice vote that is inconclusive can be retaken by rising. If the
rising vote is still inconclusive, a rising counted vote can be taken either on the initiative of the chair or
by vote of the assembly. To insure accuracy on a close vote, or to provide secrecy, a ballot vote can be
taken.
A majority is “more than half.” A two-thirds vote is “at least two-thirds.” One quick way to
determine 2/3 is to take the number of no votes times two, the result is the number of yes votes
required for the motion to pass. Votes are computed based on the number of votes cast, not on the
number of members present. Unless an organization has its own rules which differ from the norm, a
majority vote is required to take action, with a two- thirds vote required to undo or change previous
action or to limit members’ rights, such as debate or the making of nominations.
In routine matters, the presiding officer can use the technique of unanimous consent, or general
11

consent as it is commonly known, to expedite business. Example: “If there is no objection, this
meeting will be tape recorded for the convenience of the secretary (pause). Since there is no objection,
the meeting will be tape recorded.” A member who objects to the action being proposed can call out “I
object!” If there is even one objection, the matter must be opened to discussion and a vote taken.
A resolution is a main motion, which is presented in writing because of its length, importance or
complexity. It should deal with only one subject. A preamble—consisting of one or more “whereas”
clauses—may be used and is followed by one or more “resolving” clauses. The following is an
example of a properly worded and punctuated resolution:
Whereas, Attendance at ALA Colorado Girls State is a unique privilege; and
Whereas, the ALA Colorado Girls State pin is an important symbol of this educational experience; therefore, be it
Resolved, That ALA Colorado Girls State attendees be encouraged to wear their ALA Colorado Girls State pins at
all times to indicate that they have participated in the ALA Colorado Girls State program.
EIGHT STEPS OF A MOTION:
1. Member rises and addresses chair.
2. Member is recognized by chair.
3. Member proposes motion (“I move...”).
4. Another member seconds the motion.
5. Chair states motion.
6. Chair calls for discussion if the motion is debatable.
7. Chair takes the vote.
8. Chair announces result of the vote and the effect the adopted motion has for the assembly.

THE THREE PROCESSES OF AMENDING:
1. Inserting or adding
2. Striking out
3. Striking out and inserting (combination of first two processes), or,
4. Substituting, which applies only to paragraphs
“I move to amend the motion by....”
“I move to amend the amendment by....”
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RANKING MOTIONS
PRIVILEGED MOTIONS
FIX THE TIME TO WHICH TO
ADJOURN

Purpose of motion
To set the time and place to
continue the meeting

ADJOURN

To close the meeting
To provide for a short
intermission
To obtain action immediately in an
urgent situation
To require the assembly to
conform to the order of

RECESS
RAISE A QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE
CALL FOR THE ORDERS OF THE DAY

SUBSIDIARY MOTIONS

Purpose of motion
To lay the pending motion
aside
To stop debate and vote

LAY ON THE TABLE
PREVIOUS QUESTION
LIMIT OR EXTEND LIMITS OF
DEBATE
POSTPONE TO A CERTAIN TIME
COMMIT OR REFER (TO A
COMMITTEE)
AMEND
POSTPONE INDEFINITELY

I

MOTIONS THAT BRING A
QUESTION BACK
TAKE FROM THE TABLE
RESCIND/AMEND SOMETHING
RECONSIDER
DISCHARGE A COMMITTEE

I = interrupt
S = second
D = debatable
A = amendable
M = majority vote

R

A

M

R

A

M

I

C

I

C

I

S

D

A

M

R

S

M

S

2/3

R

A

2/3

R

S

I

To discharge a committee from
further consideration

M

M

S

To modify or change the motion
To kill the main motion

To make a motion pending that
was laid on the table
To repeal or change a motion
previously adopted
To consider again the vote on an
adopted or rejected motion

A

S

To modify the number of
speeches or time for debate
To defer action on a motion to a
definite time
To have a committee investigate a

Purpose of motion

D

S

To introduce a new subject to the

MAIN MOTION

S

S

D

A

M

R

S

D

A

M

R

S
S

D*
D

A

M
M

R
Ra

S

D

A

M

R

S

D

A

M

R

S

M

S

D

A

2/3

S

D

M

S

D

M

Rn

Rn

2/3 = 2/3 vote
R = Reconsider
Ra = affirmative only
Rn = negative only
*= if the motion being amended is debatable

13

INCIDENTAL MOTIONS
INCIDENTAL
POINT OF ORDER

Purpose of motion
To enforce the rules

APPEAL FROM THE DECISION To reverse the decision of the
OF THE CHAIR
chair

I
I

S

D

I

S

D

A

M
C

R

M

R

SUSPEND THE RULES

To allow action prohibited by
the rules (but not the bylaws)

OBJECTION TO THE
CONSIDERATION OF A
QUESTION

Enables assembly to avoid a
particular main motion before
debate starts

DIVISION OF A QUESTION

Allows assembly to divide a
divisible question

S

A

M

CONSIDERATION BY
PARAGRAPH OR SERIATIM

Allows assembly to debate long
motions or resolutions line by
line

S

A

M

DIVISION OF THE ASSEMBLY

Demands a vote by method
other than voice by one member

MOTIONS RELATING TO
METHODS OF VOTING AND
THE POLLS

Decides on how to obtain a vote
other than by voice before a vote
is taken

S

A

2/3
for
polls

MOTIONS RELATING TO
NOMINATIONS

Determines method of making
nominations

S

A

M

R

REQUEST TO BE EXCUSED
FROM A D UTY

Allows a member to decline a
duty

A

M

Rn

REQUESTS AND INQUIRIES
Allows a member to obtain
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION information or make a request **
I = interrupt
S = second
D = debatable
A = amendable
M = majority vote
2/3 = 2/3 vote
R = Reconsider
Ra = affirmative only
Rn = negative only

S

2/3

I

2/3

Rn

I
M

D
I*

C

*= if the motion being amended is debatable
** = a. Parliamentary Inquiry,
b. Point of Information
c. For Permission (or Leave) to
withdraw or Modify Motion
d. To read papers
e. For any other Privilege
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CITY GOVERNMENT
The State of Colorado is divided into 64 smaller units called counties, in which are located various
municipalities known as cities or towns. A municipality may have boundaries identical with those of a county
(Denver), it may be located in more than one county (Aurora), or it may be entirely within the boundaries of a
single county, as are most the towns and cities in Colorado.
A city is a “municipal corporation” occupying a definite locality and possessed of certain powers derived
from the State. Those powers are derived from (1) special acts of the legislature granting a charter to the
particular city, (2) from the general laws of the state, passed or enacted by the legislature, pursuant to which the
inhabitants of a particular locality not within the limits of a city or incorporated town may become such a city or
incorporated town, or (3) from the terms of Article 20 of the Constitution or (3) from the terms of Article 20
(Home Rule Cities and Towns) of the Constitution of the State of Colorado.
Denver and numerous other cities of Colorado that have chosen to adopt a charter under Article 20 are
popularly known as “Home Rule” cities. These cities have exclusive authority over matters of municipal
concern. They must work with state and county government, but they can determine their own powers. A home
rule charter is equal to the State Constitution and in cases of conflict, the charter supersedes the State
Constitution in local matters.
Municipal corporations existing under the general laws are divided into three classes: first class cities,
second class cities, and incorporated towns. These cities and towns have only those powers conferred by general
state laws, while a city operating under a legislative charter has only those powers specified in its charter and
such other powers as the legislature has designated applicable under such a charter.
City of the first class (not existing under a special charter) is governed by a Mayor who is its chief executive
officer and head of its fire and police departments; and by a City Council who are elected from the residents of
divisions of the city known as “Wards”. Other elected city officials include a City Treasurer, City Attorney, City
Auditor, City Clerk, and City Engineer.
City of the second class (not existing under a special charter) is governed by a Mayor and a City Council of
not more than twelve members, two elected from each of not more than six Wards. The Mayor is the presiding
officer of the City Council, and has a vote when there is a tie vote (except on the passage of an ordinance). Other
elected officials include a City Clerk and City Treasurer. The Mayor and Council appoint the officers deemed
necessary for the efficient administration of the city.
An incorporated town is governed by a Board of Trustees, consisting of one Mayor and six Trustees, who
must be qualified electors residing within the town limits. The Mayor has no vote, except in case of a tie vote.
The Board of Trustees appoints a Recorder (who also acts as Town Clerk), a Treasurer, a Town Attorney, or they
may provide for the election of such officers, and may also appoint any officers they deem necessary for good
government.
Territorial charter cities in Colorado operate under charters granted by the Territorial Legislature prior to
statehood in 1876 (Blackhawk, Central City, and Georgetown). These cities assume that their charters, granted
prior to statehood, supersede the powers of the legislature. They have attempted to operate independently.
However, the State Supreme Court, in specific rulings, has upheld laws of Colorado over the territorial charter.
FORMS OF CITY GOVERNMENT IN COMMON USE IN COLORADO
1. Weak Mayor Form
2. Strong Mayor Form
3. Commission Form
4. City Manager Form
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STRONG MAYOR FORM
This is the Mayor form ALA Colorado Girls State uses.
The strong Mayor form generally has the following characteristics:
1. A city council elected by wards or precincts, or at-large, or both
2. A Mayor elected at large
3. The Mayor has the power to hire and fire most of or all department heads
4. The Mayor prepares the budget for council consideration
Chief weaknesses of this plan are:
1. Difficulty of electing Mayors who have real executive ability and knowledge of the job
2. Opportunity for the Mayor to build up a powerful personal political machine
This form places the responsibility for efficient government on one official. However, only
occasionally is a Mayor elected who is competent to direct the complicated business of a city. When
this happens, this form of government is at its best. There are few people who are capable enough to
run a large city organization and also are good enough politicians to be elected.
Another danger in the strong Mayor form is the possibility of a deadlock between the Mayor and
Council. The Council controls the purse strings, and it may stop the Mayor at any point. Political
differences between the Mayor and Council sometimes seriously impede day-to-day functions, which
are so essential to the ordinary progress of city life.

WEAK MAYOR FORM
The weak Mayor form generally has the following characteristics:
1. A large council is elected by wards or precincts or at-large, or both
2. An elected Mayor
3. Most administrative heads are elected, including Treasurer, City Attorney, and some or all
department heads
4. Elected administrative boards
This form is undesirable as it lends itself to political machines and does not provide successfully for
competent departments.
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DUTIES OF CITY OFFICIALS
The cities at ALA Colorado Girls State are organized in accordance with the Mayor and Council
(Strong Mayor) form of government. A Mayor and two Councilwomen are elected from each city
and comprise the elected city officials of the ALA Colorado Girls State cities. All newly elected
officials will be given the oath of office immediately after the election results have been announced.
All local authority will rest in the hands of these city officials.
OATH OF OFFICE: (to be administered by the City Counselor)
“I, (name) DO SOLEMNLY SWEAR (OR AFFIRM) THAT I WILL SUPPORT THE CONSTITUTION OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO,
AND THE CONSTITUTION OF AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY COLORADO GIRLS STATE,
AND WILL FAITHFULLY DISCHARGE THE DUTIES OF (office) OF (city) TO THE BEST OF MY
ABILITY.”
NOTE: After the installation of the city officials, the Mayor and Councilwomen will meet with their
City Counselor who will assist them in developing a city agenda and will advise them about their
duties while at ALA Colorado Girls State.
As Chief Executive of the city, the Mayor shall:
1. Preside at all City Council Meetings
2. Appoint the following positions with the assistance of the Councilwomen
ATTORNEY: Gives legal advice to the Mayor and other City officers. Defends the City against
lawsuits and represents the City when it is a Plaintiff before any Court. Prosecutes any citizen charged
with a city ordinance violation.
BANNER BEARER: Responsible for the care of the City Banner. The City Banner is to be taken to all
functions outside of the city and made visible to enable all city citizens to locate their fellow city
citizens and specific city gatherings.
CLERK: Official record keeper of the city. She will attend all meetings of the City Council. Keeps a
record of its proceedings and submits a list to the City Counselors, giving the name of all elected and
appointed officers in the city. She will assist in securing election supplies and will read correspondence
at Council meetings.
COLOR GUARD: Responsible for acting as the Color Guard for all assigned flag ceremonies
(generally each county is assigned to one day during the week of ALA Colorado Girls State).
REPORTER AND PHOTOJOURNALIST (2 positions): Responsible for submitting articles and
photographs to the official ALA Colorado Girls State Newspaper, which includes information
pertaining to her city. The contents of her articles are to be pre-approved by the Counselors in
charge of the newspaper. The names of elected and appointed city officials as well as various city
ordinances are suggested topics for articles.
ENGINEER: Investigates the advisability of ordinances and assists the City Attorney in writing
city ordinances.
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FIRE CHIEF: Appoints the city fire fighters. Inspects for fire hazards in the city, checks fire escapes
and fire-fighting equipment, and sees that the citizens are informed of such. Submits an ordinance as
to city fire regulations. NEVER USE THE WORD “FIRE” IN YOUR FIRE DRILLS!
HEALTH OFFICER: Alert at all times to detect sickness or accidents among her citizens, and to report
findings to City Counselor or the Nurse. Make daily sanitary inspections in her city, including
conditions of washrooms, toilets, showers, etc. Cooperate with Street Commissioner in morning
inspection. She may file a complaint before the Police Chief and may cause the arrest of any citizen
who fails to cooperate with sanitary regulations.
HOMELAND SECURITY COORDINATOR: Responsible for developing the City Emergency
Response Plan so that the city is ready to respond to any event, natural (like a tornado, flood, flu) or
manmade (chemical, biological). May appoint assistants as needed.
POLICE CHIEF: Enforces city ordinances and sees that order is maintained. Appoints patrol officers.
Submits ordinances with regard to city regulations.
POSTAL CARRIER: Responsible for all mail within the city and assuring that it is delivered to the
right person in a timely manner. Mail may include US Mail that comes from the Director’s Office and
mail created by the citizens of ALA Colorado Girls State.
SPIRIT LEADER: Responsible for developing cheers, posters and activities that help build city
unity and help make the city stand out amongst other ALA Colorado Girls State cities.
STREET COMMISSIONER: Sees that campus, halls (city streets), and rooms are in orderly condition
at all times. Appoints assistants as needed.
TREASURER: Receives all funds from the City Clerk and other sources. Pays all City bills, upon
order of the Council.
SAMPLE ORDINANCES
WHEREAS, All citizens in the City of
must arise upon first calling at six o’clock am,
SHARP, now, THEREFORE
BE IT ENACTED, That if a citizen does not arise on the first calling, she will be required to take a cold
shower and later explain at a city meeting why she required extra sleep.
**********
WHEREAS, American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State should be a peaceful and lawful state,
now, THEREFORE
BE IT ENACTED, that individuals tried and found guilty of breaking a law or ordinance and
subsequently sentenced to a jail term, will be placed in jail under the care and supervision of the
Warden, and further,
BE IT ENACTED, that a city jail will be constructed by the City Engineer inside the city limits. The jail
will employ invisible force beams which will be transmitted from a device built into the ceiling and
which will be strong enough to keep the prisoner inside her cell. These beams will not cause physical
or mental pain to the prisoners.
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CITY ELECTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
ALA COLORADO GIRLS STATE CITY OFFICIALS

Counselor presiding:
City of:

County of:

The following duly elected and appointed City officials will administer government at ALA Colorado
Girls State, each having her own duties.
MAYOR AND COUNCILWOMAN MAY NOT RUN FOR ANOTHER ELECTED OFFICE. OFFICES
TO BE FILLED BY ELECTION

OFFICE

NAME

HOMETOWN

MAYOR COUNCILWOMAN
COUNCILWOMAN
OFFICES TO BE FILLED BY APPOINTMENT
Appointed by the Mayor and approved by the Council (may run for elected office at County or State level)

ATTORNEY

_______________________________

_______________________________

BANNER BEARER

_______________________________

_______________________________

CLERK

_______________________________

_______________________________

COLOR GUARD

_______________________________

_______________________________

REPORTER

_______________________________

_______________________________

PHOTOJOURNALIST

_______________________________

_______________________________

ENGINEER

_______________________________

_______________________________

FIRE CHIEF

_______________________________

_______________________________

HEALTH OFFICER

_______________________________

_______________________________

HOMELAND SECURITY

_______________________________

_______________________________

POLICE CHIEF

_______________________________

_______________________________

POSTAL CARRIER

_______________________________

_______________________________

SPIRIT LEADER

_______________________________

_______________________________

STREET COMMISSIONER

_______________________________

_______________________________

TREASURER

_______________________________

_______________________________
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ELECTION PROCESS AT ALA COLORADO GIRLS STATE
At ALA Colorado Girls State, this process is streamlined. Everyone participates at each level.
• Each city is a Precinct
• Each citizen is assigned to either the Nationalist or Federalist Party
• Everyone is elected to be a delegate to their party’s County, State, Congressional and Judicial
Assemblies
• Each County has an assembly for each Political Party
• State, Congressional and Judicial Assemblies are held at the same time; Nationalist in one room,
Federalist in one room
• 20% of the vote is required to be designated to the ballot
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ELECTION PROCESS IN THE STATE OF COLORADO
Precinct Caucus: Precincts are the smallest political unit in the state and are based in
neighborhoods. Caucuses are held the third Tuesday of March of every even-numbered year and
are coordinated by each political party. The meetings are held in private homes, in schools, or
other public facilities such as churches. The locations are posted on the buildings and in the
newspapers at least two weeks prior to caucus night. Anyone can attend a Precinct Caucus. To be
eligible to participate in the caucus, it is required you be a registered voter, registered with a
party for 60 days, and a resident of the precinct for 30 days prior to the meeting.
The Precinct is the starting point for anyone seeking elective public or party offices. It is also
the starting place for anyone seeking to become actively involved in the political process. The
meetings are informal and brief. Resolutions to be included in the party platform are brought to
the caucus, Precinct Committee People are chosen and delegates to the County Assembly are
elected. The number of delegates for the County Assembly each precinct can elect is determined
by the voter turnout in the last presidential election. The higher the turnout, the higher number
of delegates the Precinct can elect to attend the County Assembly. By attending your Precinct
Caucus, you can have an impact on determining the political future of your community.
Committee people, usually two per precinct, help to coordinate party activities and are
members of the County Central Committee. They recommend names for party workers for
appointment as Election Judges. There are from three to six judges representing each political
party at each polling place on Election Day. Both parties are equally represented at the polls.
Committee people are responsible for helping to “get out the vote” on Election Day. Candidates
often will call on committee people to help coordinate phone calls, deliver campaign materials,
and other activities involved in campaigning for office. The committee people serve for two years
and are responsible for the next caucus. Delegates are elected to attend the State, Judicial and
Congressional Assemblies.
Unaffiliated voters cannot participate in the Precinct Caucus, but can vote in the Primary and
General Elections.
County Assembly: Delegates nominate candidates for county offices and choose delegates to other
assemblies. A candidate must receive at least 30% of the assembly vote to be placed on the party’s
primary ballot. Resolutions for the Party Platform are presented to the delegates at the County
Assembly and approved for passage for consideration for the State Party Platform.
State Assembly: Candidates are nominated for statewide office, delegates to the National
Convention are elected, and planks for the State Party Platform are considered.
Congressional District Assembly: Candidates for Congress and the State Board of
Education are nominated.
Judicial Assembly: District Attorney is nominated.
*If a state legislative district is entirely within the county, the delegates will usually nominate
candidates for the legislative district at the County Assembly. Usually the Congressional District
Assembly is held the night before the State Assembly and all the rest of the assemblies are held
the next day at the location of the State Assembly.
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PRECINCT CAUCUS
A precinct caucus is an informal meeting of people within your party, in your own neighborhood,
to discuss issues, candidates, and philosophies. At these meetings, delegates to the County Assembly
are elected. The precinct is an area within a city, which is drawn with legal boundaries for voting
purposes. Some towns consist of only one or two precincts, whereas the larger cities have many
precincts, sometimes known as districts or wards. At ALA Colorado Girls State, each city will have
one precinct for each party.
While precinct caucuses are often misunderstood and poorly attended, they are the level at which
eventual candidate selection begins. Democracy starts at this precinct level and allows voters there to
select delegates who have common goals and who will select their party’s primary candidates. This is
the beginning of the two-party system.
Any person who has been registered for at least three months in a political party may attend and
vote. Others may attend but have no vote at the caucus. Precinct caucuses are held all over the state on
the third Tuesday in March of each even numbered year. The caucus is usually held in private homes or
small meeting rooms. Newspapers will carry the exact location prior to the caucus.
Members of the caucus will proceed to nominate and elect two precinct committee people. These
people work directly with the voters in their precinct and are responsible for getting votes for their
political party on Election Day. They serve as the leader of their party on the precinct level and are
responsible for the next caucus. Their term of office is for two years, but of course at ALA Colorado
Girls State their term will end after the General Election.
In real life committee people recommend supporters of the party to work as election judges. In
reality they have about three months to select these judges. At ALA Colorado Girls State, we must do
it at the caucus. Committee people and city officials may also serve, however, the committee people
should be busy “getting out the vote” to make sure all their party members cast their ballots.

PRECINCT CAUCUS AT COLORADO GIRLS STATE
Each City will hold a Federalist Precinct Caucus and a Nationalist Precinct Caucus. At ALA
Colorado Girls State, every Citizen will attend her Precinct Caucus.
PARTY

CITY

COUNTY

The City Counselor will serve as Chairperson for the meeting
1.
2.

Elect a Caucus Secretary to keep minutes of the meeting
At this caucus, each party will elect two people to serve as the Committeewomen.
Committeewomen may run for another elected office.
Committeewomen help with speeches and posters and act as the party spirit organizers to make sure
their party is active on County and State levels.
Elect:
Committeewoman
Committeewoman
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RUNNING FOR OFFICE IN THE STATE OF COLORADO
There are four ways a candidate can get their name on the ballot in Colorado: (1) Political Party
Candidate Nomination (Primary Election), (2) Political Party Candidate Petition (Primary Election), (3)
Unaffiliated Candidate Petition (General Election), and (4) Write-in.
To be nominated by a political party you must be registered with the party a minimum of twelve
months prior to the assembly. Candidates are designated to the ballot by receiving at least 30% of the
vote of the assembly.
To gain ballot access by petition, the candidate must be registered with the party for a minimum of
twelve months prior to the date of filing the petition. Petitions for US Senator, Governor, Secretary of
State and Attorney General require 1,500 signatures per Congressional District. US Representative,
State Senator, State Representative, State Board of Education, CU Regent and District Attorney require
1,000 signatures or signatures equaling 30% of the votes cast in the previous primary election for that
office. Petition requirements for county offices are determined in each county.
An unaffiliated candidate must be registered at least twelve months prior to the date of filing the
petition. Number of signatures required for statewide office, 1,000; any Congressional District office,
800; State Senator, 600; State Representative, 400; District Attorney, 650; any County Office, 750.
Any person intending to be a write-in candidate for any office above the county level must file an
Affidavit of Intent with the Secretary of State. A Primary Election is held in August where each party
selects their strongest candidate to run in the General Election in November.

Office
US Senator

Age
30

Residence
Yes

Citizen
9 years

Term
6

# of Terms
Voluntary

US Representative

25

Yes

7 years

2

Voluntary

Governor

30

2 years

Yes

4

2

Lt. Governor

30

2 years

Yes

4

2

Secretary of State

25

2 years

Yes

4

2

Attorney General

25

2 years

Yes

4

2

State Senator

25

1 year

Yes

4

2

State Representative

25

1 year

Yes

2

4

State Board of Education

18

Yes

Yes

6

2

RTD Board of Directors

18

Yes

Yes

4

2

1

1Shall
2

be a licensed attorney of the Supreme Court of the state in good standing.
Shall have been licensed to practice law in the state for the last five years.

RUNNING FOR OFFICE AT ALA COLORADO GIRLS STATE
At ALA Colorado Girls State, all candidates are designated to the ballot
through the Political Party Candidate Nomination. At each assembly
20% of the vote will be required to be designated to the ballot.
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COUNTY ASSEMBLY AT ALA COLORADO GIRLS STATE
At ALA Colorado Girls State, we exemplify the type of governmental activities that are assigned to
the County Unit of government in real life. If you are planning to become a candidate for any of the
County offices, learn the duties of that office. At ALA Colorado Girls State, these offices are used as
learning experience, especially in the campaigning process. Please ask the presiding counselor any
questions that you may have about this process before the Party Chairman is elected.
PROCEDURES FOR COUNTY ASSEMBLY
1. After introductions, roll call will be taken to determine the required number of votes to
reach 20% for DESIGNATION to the ballot. To DESIGNATE means to be chosen by the
assembly to represent that party on the primary ballot for an elected office. (If you are
designated for a County office on the Primary ballot, you are not eligible to try for a
designation for a State office. If you are a Mayor or City Councilwoman, you are not
eligible for designation for a County or State office.)
2. Elect a County Party Chairman who will preside over the meeting. She appoints a County
Party Secretary and an Assistant Secretary. The County Party Chairman should have a
very good understanding of how to use Parliamentary Procedure. County Chairmen and
Secretaries MAY RUN for other elected State offices, but if they are designated to appear on
the ballot, they must resign as County party officers. The Secretaries must keep an accurate
record of votes for each candidate to determine how the names will appear on the Primary
ballot. Secretaries must also keep an accurate record of spelling of candidate names. Be sure
the Chairman and Secretaries cast their votes.
3. Designate candidates to appear on Primary ballot for the County offices listed and
described. Every eligible delegate is encouraged to select and run for the office that best
suits her.

COUNTY OFFICIALS
COUNTY COMMISSIONER (a) County Commissioners are the executive and legislative branch
of County government; (b) To a large extent they make laws and regulations and execute the laws
and regulations that govern the county; (c) They set the county mill levy, which becomes the basis
for the assessment of all county taxes; (d) They appoint the County Attorney, whose duty is to
advise the Commissioners in the conduct of their office, and to represent the County in legal
matters.
COUNTY TREASURER: Primarily responsible for the receipt, care, and disbursement of county
funds. Performs tax collecting duties for the State and the County and other units of local
government and special districts.
COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER: Primary administrative officer of the county. Records
deeds and other legal documents. Serves as Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners. Chief
election official for the County. Responsible for many licensing functions.
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COUNTY SHERIFF: Chief law enforcement official of the county. Appoints Deputy Sheriffs.
Arrests violators of all laws. In charge of keeping the peace and enforcing State and County laws
within unincorporated areas of the county.
COUNTY CORONER: Investigates the cause(s) of death where the reason(s) of death are
unknown or need further investigation. May hold an inquest, in the presence of a jury, for such
investigation. May act as Sheriff in the absence, death, or resignation of the elected Sheriff.
COUNTY SURVEYOR: Surveys within the county to settle boundary disputes. Makes
preparations for construction bridges, streets, highways, etc.
STATE SENATOR: (One will be elected per county.) Represents the people of her Senatorial
District in the State General Assembly (Legislature) in matters of State government. Elected for a
4-year term – limited to two terms.
STATE REPRESENTATIVE: (Two will be elected per county.) Represents the people of her
House District in the State General Assembly (Legislature) in matters of State government.
Elected for a 2-year term – limited to four terms.

Colorado Territory was established by Congress on February 28, 1861. The first legislative
assembly of the Territory of Colorado convened on September 9, 1861. They quickly enacted laws
establishing the seventeen original counties.
The Original Territorial Counties and Their County Seats in 1861:
COUNTY
Arapahoe
Boulder
Clear Creek
Costilla
Douglas
El Paso
Fremont
Gilpin
Guadalupe (renamed Conejos)
Huerfano
Jefferson
Lake
Larimer
Park
Pueblo
Summit
Weld

COUNTY SEAT
Denver
Boulder
Idaho Springs
San Miguel
Franktown
Colorado City
Canon City
Central City
Guadalupe
Autobees Ranch
Golden City
Oro City
La Porte
Tarryall
Pueblo
Parkville
St. Vrain

Of these counties, only Clear Creek and Gilpin maintain their original 1861 borders.
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DESIGNATED CANDIDATES FROM COUNTYASSEMBLY
COUNTY

PARTY

PARTY CHAIRMAN

PARTY SECRETARIES
Office

Candidates

ALA Colorado Girls State City

County Commissioner

Treasurer

Clerk & Recorder

Sheriff

Coroner

Surveyor

State Senator
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State Representatives (2)
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JUDICIAL, CONGRESSIONAL AND STATE ASSEMBLIES AT
ALA COLORADO GIRLS STATE
Judicial, Congressional and State Assemblies at ALA Colorado Girls State are held at the same time. The
procedure is similar to the County Assembly. The County Party Chairman may also serve as the State Party
Chairman. See County Assembly page for the procedures.
The Party Chairman opens the Judicial District Assembly first to designate candidates for District Attorney.
The Party Chairman closes the Judicial Assembly and then opens the Congressional Assembly.
The Congressional Assembly designates candidates for US Representative and State Board of Education. The
Party Chairman closes the Congressional Assembly and opens the State Assembly. The State Assembly
designates candidates for statewide offices.
DUTIES OF JUDICIAL, CONGRESSIONAL AND STATE OFFICIALS
DISTRICT ATTORNEY: Represents the People's interests in prosecuting criminal cases, seeking justice for
victims, and advocating measures to reduce criminal behavior in their communities.
US REPRESENTATIVE (from Congressional District): Represents the people from her Congressional District
in the US House of Representatives. The House presents charges in the matter of impeachment.
Representatives make appointments to military academies. Elected for a two -year term; no mandatory term
limits.
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION (one from each Congressional District): Sets the educational policies of the
State. Issues teaching certificates, administers state aid and special education programs. Supervises programs
in state institutions, such as the school for the blind. Elected for six years in staggered terms; two term limit.
US SENATOR: Represents the State of Colorado in the United States Congress. Advises and consents to
treaties and to nominations by the President. Senators make appointments to military academies. Senate acts
as a court in the matter of impeachment. Elected for a six-year term; no mandatory term limits.
GOVERNOR: Chief Executive Officer of the State; presides at all executive meetings. Approves Bills or
exercises power of veto; makes appointments to boards and commissions. Elected for a four-year term; two
term limit.
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR: In Colorado, elected with the Governor on the same party ticket. At ALA
Colorado Girls State, may be elected from separate parties. Acts for the Governor in her absence; presides over
the State Senate, and votes only in case of a tie, but not on passage of Bills. Elected for a four -year term; two
term limit.
SECRETARY OF STATE: Responsible for the official records of the State. Custodian of the State Seal.
Supervises state elections and licensing of games of chance. Registers trademarks and handles incorporation
of businesses in the state. Elected for a four-year term; two term limit.
STATE TREASURER: Custodian of all monies, investments and securities of the State. Disburses public
monies and keeps records of expenditures and receipts; may invest State monies for short -term investments.
Elected for a four-year term; two term limit.
ATTORNEY GENERAL: Chief law officer of the State; legal advisor for all departments and institutions of
state government. Represents the State in legal actions and submits legal advice to State agencies and officials.
Elected for a four-year term; two term limit.
JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT (appointed by the Governor): Final judicial powers of the state are
vested in the Supreme Court. It has appellate and original jurisdiction over civil and criminal cases. Chief
Justice supervises the other courts in the State.
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DESIGNATED CANDIDATES FROM STATE ASSEMBLY
POLITICAL PARTY
Office

PARTY CHAIRMAN
ALA Colorado Girls State City

Candidates

District Attorney
(from Judicial Assembly)

State Board of Education
(From Congressional Assembly)

U.S. Representative
(From Congressional Assembly)

U.S. Senator

Governor

Lieutenant Governor

Secretary of State

State Treasurer

Attorney General
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VOTING IN THE STATE OF COLORADO
Voter Registration – To register to vote you must: Be a United States citizen; Be 18 years of age on or before the
date of the election in which you want to vote; Reside in Colorado and at your present address at least 22 days
before the election.
How to Register – There are many ways to register including:
• At your County Clerk's office,
• Online at the Secretary of State's webpage,
• Mailing a registration form with appropriate ID to the County Clerk. The form can be downloaded from
County Clerk or Secretary of State's web pages,
• At Motor Vehicle offices,
• From time to time voter registration drives are held in the community at malls, grocery stores and other
public locations.
• At a polling location when voting begins, up to and including on Election Day.
Voting: To accommodate today's busy lifestyles, there are many places and ways you can cast your vote.
Absentee Ballot: Anyone can apply for an absentee ballot through their County Clerk and Recorder's Office.
Ballots are mailed approximately 30 days before the election and must be returned before the close of polls on
Election Day. The form can be downloaded from County Clerk and Recorder's webpage.
Early Voting: Each County Clerk and Recorder provides one or more locations for early voting for 10 days
before a Primary Election and for 15 days before a November Election. Check your County Clerk and Recorder's
website for dates and locations.
Election Day: You can vote at your local polling place in your precinct. Some counties have voting centers
which are centers that are set up throughout the county. Voters can vote at any center in the county.
Provisional Ballot: If you go to your appropriate polling place on Election Day and your voter registration in
that precinct cannot be verified by the Election Judges, you may vote a provisional ballot. After eligibility is
verified, the vote is counted.
Election Dates: Primary Election is held on the second Tuesday of August in each even-numbered year.
November Election is held on Tuesday succeeding the first Monday of November in each even -numbered year
(General Election) and held on the first Tuesday of November in each odd -numbered year (Coordinated
Election).
Student Election Judges: You can volunteer and be a vital part of the election process. See your County Clerk
and Recorder or the Secretary of State Webpage for forms. Student Election Judges must:
• Be at least 16 years old and a Junior or Senior “in good standing” at public or private high school at the
time of the election at which they plan to work
• Submit an application
• Have the written consent of a parent or legal guardian
• Have the approval of their school's Principal or designated administrator
• Be a US citizen by the date of the election at which they are scheduled to work
• Be willing to serve knowing that Election Day runs from 6:00 AM to 8:00 PM
• Be physically and mentally able to perform the duties of an Election Judge
• Attend a mandatory Election Judge class prior to each election at which they work
• Never have been convicted of election fraud, other election offenses or fraud
• Not be related to any candidate on the ballot in the precinct where they are working.
Inactive Voters: If you do not vote in a General Election, you will be identified as an inactive voter. If you do
not vote in two consecutive Presidential Elections, you will be purged from voter registration files and will have
to re-register.
Visit these websites for more information: www.sos.state.co.us and www.GoVoteColorado.gov
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VOTING PROCEDURE FOR ALA COLORADO GIRLS STATE
Citizens of ALA Colorado Girls State follow a simplified election procedure. We use a paper
balloting system. Most counties in Colorado now have mechanized voting of some type. The
controversy surrounding the 2000 Presidential election led to many changes in monitoring electronic
voting. It is now a requirement that all electronic voting machines have a paper trail.
Citizens of each city will vote in their City Hall which will be designated a polling place during
elections. Supplies furnished include: a United States flag, a poll record book, a list of eligible voters, a
supply of official ballots and a ballot box.
At Precinct Caucus each party selected volunteers for the election board. One person from each
party will serve as a Receiving Judge and will check credentials of voters as they enter the polling
place. The Counting Judges will count the votes after the ballots have been cast. The judges will vote
before opening the polls. If a judge has been designated for the County or State ballot, she must
resign. The Mayor, Councilwomen, Counselors and/or Junior Counselors can fill these spots if there
are not enough citizens available.
The City Counselor will administer the oath to all election officials.
Counting of Votes: ALA Colorado Girls State permits the counting of ballots to begin after
ten (10) ballots have been cast.
Members of the Counting Board will designate two judges of opposite parties to tally votes, and
two judges of opposite parties to read ballots. The judge reads the name of each candidate receiving a
vote, and each tally judge enters a tally mark for that candidate. As a fifth tally mark is entered for any
candidate, each tally judge will say, “tally”. If they do not agree, the error can usually be found
quickly without a recount of ballots.
When all ballots have been counted, the final figure for each candidate must correspond with the
number of tally marks entered for that candidate, and both tally lists must agree.
An Official Return ballot will be filled in listing the number of votes each candidate received. Be
sure to write the names of your City at the top of the Official Return ballot. Give your results and
ALL ballots to your Counselors to move along the Ballot Trail to tabulate the election results. ALL
BALLOTS RECEIVED MUST BE ACCOUNTED FOR AND RETURNED.
As an Election Judge, strictest confidentiality MUST be followed. Do not share the results with
anyone.
After the General Election, all election supplies will be returned to the Director's Office.
Primary Election
The Primary Election determines who will be running from each party for the General Election. Your
ballot will have candidates from your party only. The order the candidates appear on the ballot is
determined by the number of votes received at County or State Assemblies. In case of a tie vote, the
order of the names listed on the primary ballot will be chosen by flipping a coin. The person with the
highest number of votes for each office in each party becomes the party candidate for that office.
General Election
The General Election ballots have the names of the winners of each political party from the Primary
Election. The order of parties listed on the ballot is determined by a coin toss by the Party Chairman
with the Counselor Political Leaders. You may vote across party lines in the General Election.
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PRIMARY ELECTION RESULTS
COUNTY
County
Commissioner

STATE
District Attorney

F)
N)

County Treasurer

N)
State Board of
Education

F)
N)

County Clerk &
Recorder

U.S.
Representative

F)

F)

U.S. Senator

F)

Governor

F)

Lt. Governor

F)

Secretary of State

F)
N)

State Treasurer

F)
F)

State
Representative

F)
N)

N)
State
Representative

F)
N)

N)
State Senator

F)
N)

N)
County Surveyor

F)
N)

N)
County Coroner

F)
N)

N)
County Sheriff

F)

F)
N)

Attorney General

N)
N)

F)
N)
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GENERAL ELECTION RESULTS
COUNTY

STATE

County
Commissioner

District Attorney

State Board of

County Treasurer

Education

U.S.
Representative

County Clerk &
Recorder

County Sheriff

U.S. Senator

County Coroner

Governor

County Surveyor

Lt. Governor

State Senator

Secretary of State

State
Representative

State Treasurer

State
Representative

Attorney General
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JUDICIAL COURTS IN COLORADO
MUNICIPAL COURTS: Municipal (city) Courts deal with violations of City laws committed within
the city limits. Generally, these laws involve traffic, shoplifting, and offenses such as dog leash laws
and disturbances. For some cases, you may have the right to a jury trial and to tell your side of the
story in Municipal Court. Municipal Courts are not State Courts; however, you may appeal a
Municipal Court decision to a State Court.
COUNTY COURTS: Every county in the state has a County Court, with one or more County Judges.
These courts handle traffic cases and minor criminal matters, as well as civil actions involving no more
than $10,000. You may have a jury trial in many types of County Court cases. An appeal from a County
Court decision may be made to the District Court. Denver’s court system differs from the courts in
other counties.
SMALL CLAIMS COURTS: Small Claims Courts are divisions of County Court. Individuals are
allowed to argue their own cases and to have speedy decisions on civil matters involving no more than
$5,000. Court sessions are held during the day or evening to accommodate the public. There are no jury
trials in Small Claims Courts, and sometimes a magistrate hears the cases instead of a judge. Normally,
neither side can be represented by an attorney. No Plaintiff may file more than two claims per month
or 18 claims per year in Small Claims Court.
DISTRICT COURTS: Each county in the state has a District Court. Both District and County Courts
are organized into judicial districts. District Judges are assigned to the judicial district and may serve
more than one District Court within that judicial district, particularly in rural areas of the state. District
Courts have authority to handle many types of cases, including divorces, civil claims in any amount,
juvenile matters, probate (estates), mental health, and criminal matters.
You may appeal a District Court decision to the Colorado Court of Appeals and/or to the Colorado
Supreme Court.
WATER COURTS: Colorado has seven Water Courts, one in each of the major river basins (South
Platte, Arkansas, Rio Grande, Gunnison, Colorado, White and San Juan Rivers). Water Court is a
division of District Court, and the Supreme Court appoints a District Court Judge from within the
water division to act as water judge. Other personnel include the Clerk of Water Court and a Water
Referee. Water Court has exclusive jurisdiction over water rights, their adjudication, and litigation
concerning such rights. Thus, cases relating to the determination of water rights and the uses and
administration of water resources are determined by Water Judges. There are no jury trials in Water
Courts, and all appeals from Water Judges’ decisions are filed directly with the Colorado Supreme
Court.
DENVER COURTS: Denver’s court system differs from those in the rest of the state, in part because
Denver is both City and a County. The Denver County Court functions as a Municipal as well as a
County Court and is paid for entirely by Denver taxes rather than by State taxes. Denver County Court
Judges are appointed by the Mayor of the City of Denver. Denver has the only separate juvenile court
and separate probate court in the state. In other parts of Colorado, District Courts handle juvenile and
probate matters. The Denver Juvenile and Probate Courts are State courts, along with the Denver
District Court.
COURT OF APPEALS: The Colorado Court of Appeals, located in Denver, has 16 judges. One is a
Chief Judge. The Court sits in divisions, each consisting of three judges. Divisions of the Court
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sometimes go to various parts of the state to hear oral arguments in cases that have been appealed from
the State Trial Courts. Unlike the other Courts discussed above, the Court of Appeals in not a trial
court. The Court of Appeals usually is the first court to hear appeals of decisions made by Colorado
District Courts and Denver’s Probate and Juvenile courts. In addition, it is responsible for reviewing
the decisions of several state administrative agencies. Its determination of an appeal is final unless the
Colorado Supreme Court agrees to review the matter.
SUPREME COURT: The Colorado Supreme Court has seven Justices. A Chief Justice is elected by the
Court from its membership. The Chief Justice is the executive officer of the state judicial branch of
government. The Supreme Court is the court of last resort or the final court in the Colorado court
system. An individual who has appealed to the Court of Appeals and is still dissatisfied may ask the
Supreme Court to review the case. In most situations, the Supreme Court has a right to refuse to do so.
In some instances, individuals can petition the Supreme Court directly regarding a lower Court’s
decision. In addition to its legal duties, the Supreme Court has supervisory and administrative
responsibilities. The Supreme Court has supervisory power over all other State Courts and over all
attorneys practicing law in Colorado.
TYPES OF JUDICIAL CASES
CIVIL CASE: The part of the law that encompasses business, contracts, estates, domestic (family)
relations, accidents, negligence and everything related to legal issues, statutes and lawsuits, that is not
criminal law. In a few areas civil and criminal law may overlap or coincide. For example, a person may
be liable under a civil lawsuit for negligently killing a pedestrian with his auto by running over the
person and be charged with the crime of vehicular homicide due to his/her reckless driving. Assault
may bring about arrest by the police under criminal law and a lawsuit by the party attached under civil
law.
CRIMINAL CASE: Those statutes dealing with crimes against the public and members of the public,
with penalties and all the procedures connected with charging, trying, sentencing and imprisoning
defendants convicted of crimes. The State of Colorado is the Prosecutor, and the person charged with
the crime is the Defendant.
MISDEMEANOR: A lesser crime punishable by fine and/or county jail time for up to one year.
Misdemeanors are distinguished from felonies, which can be punished by a state prison term. They are
tried in the lowest local court such as municipal, police or justice courts. Typical misdemeanors
include: petty theft, disturbing the peace, simple assault and battery, drunk driving without injury to
others, drunkenness in public, various traffic violations, public nuisances and some crimes which can
be charged either as felony or misdemeanor depending on the circumstances and the discretion of the
District Attorney.
FELONY: A crime sufficiently serious to be punishable by death or a term in State or Federal prison, as
distinguished from a misdemeanor which is only punishable by confinement to county or local jail
and/or a fine. A crime carrying a minimum term of one year or more in State prison, since a year or less
can be served in county jail. However, a sentence upon conviction for a felony may sometimes be less
than one year at the discretion of the judge and within limits set by statute.
SENTENCE: The punishment given to a person convicted of a crime. A sentence is ordered by the
judge, based on the verdict of the jury (or the judge’s decision if there is no jury) within the possible
punishments set by State law (or Federal law in convictions for a Federal crime). Technically, a
sentence includes all fines, community service, restitution or other punishment, or terms of probation.
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JURY SERVICE IN COLORADO
The Sixth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution guarantees all of us a right to trial by a jury of our
peers. The jury system is a very important part of the court system in Colorado. Serving on a jury
trial provides citizens with an opportunity to become better informed about our courts and laws
and evokes a sense of pride and respect in all who serve.
In 1990 Colorado instituted the one day/one trial system. In a 12-month period, a person
summoned for jury duty will serve only one day or the length of one trial. In Colorado the
average length of a trial is three days. Grand jurors serve for 12 months.
The legal requirements for jury service are:
• You must be 18 years of age or older
• You must live in the county or municipality that summoned you
• You must be a United States citizen
• You must read, speak and understand English
• You must not have served on a jury for five or more days in the past 12 months
• You MAY not be solely responsible for the daily care of a permanently disabled person living
in your home
• You must not have a physical or mental disability that would prevent your ability to serve as a
juror
Jurors are selected by the Judicial Branch. Each year, the Judicial Branch receives lists of all
registered voters and all holders of driver’s licenses and non-driver identification cards through
the state. The lists are merged, duplicates and names of deceased citizens are removed, and the
resulting list is divided by county location. Throughout the year, each county requests a certain
number of names, based on the number of trials scheduled, which are randomly selected from
the list.
If you have a regular job, your employer must pay you for the first three days of jury service. If
you are self-employed, you must compensate yourself for the first three days. Unemployed
persons may apply for reimbursement of certain expenses during the first three days. After the
third day, all jurors receive $50 per day from the state.
Check out these court resources: www.courts.state.co.us
http://www.courts.state.co.us/Courts/Index.cfm
http://www.courts.state.co.us/Probation/Index.cfm
http://www.courts.state.co.us/Jury/Index.cfm
http://www.cobar.org/
http://www.cwba.org

JUDICIAL PROCESS AT ALA COLORADO GIRLS STATE
In the case of any violations of the ALA Colorado Girls State Constitution, Bylaws or other rules
and/or Code of Conduct, an Honor Court will be formed by selecting 3 random Delegates and 2
counselors. The Delegates will hear all sides of the story and recommend a punishment to the
counselors. No public shaming will be allowed as a punishment.
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LEGISLATIVE PROCESS AT ALA COLORADO GIRLS STATE
It is essential that the citizens of ALA Colorado Girls State realize how important our lawmakers
are in governmental procedure. Therefore, we organize a Senate and House of Representatives
(subject to number of delegates, there may be two Senates and two Houses to assure all delegates get
a chance to participate). Bills passed in the Senate will be sent to the House for consideration and Bills
passed in the House will be sent to the Senate for consideration.
Each delegate has randomly been assigned to one of these legislative bodies to maximize her
opportunity to practice in this particular and special part of government.
It is not practical to conduct our legislative sessions at the same time as the Colorado General
Assembly because they usually adjourn in May and distance prohibits travel to the Capitol building in
Denver. You will go through a minimal procedure designed to acquaint you with the intricacies of
how the legislature is organized and how an idea can become a Bill and how a Bill may become a law.
Parliamentary procedure is kept to a minimum in the interest of time and the necessity of accelerating
the business as conduced in the Senate and the House of Representatives.
All Members
Are responsible for writing and submitting Bills and /or resolutions
Have the right to debate, speaking for and against Bills and amendments
Participate actively in their committee
Show courtesy to fellow legislators
Have the right to seek clarification regarding procedures and debate

ORGANIZING THE LEGISLATURE
The legislature will be organized during the first legislative session. The procedure is the same in all
bodies.
Each body determines the majority party as the first order of business. After the majority is
determined, the leaders of the legislative body will be selected or appointed.
The presiding officer of the house is the Speaker of the House and is from the Majority Party.
The presiding officer of the Senate is the President Pro-tem who is from the Majority Party. She
acts in the absence of the Lt. Governor.
The Speaker and President Pro-tem preside during the First and Third Readings of Bills. The Speaker
of the House and the President Pro-tem are always allowed to vote on Bills because they are
members of the legislature. They vote last during roll call voting.
The Majority Party will select the Majority Whip and the Minority Party will select the Minority
Whip. The Majority And Minority Whips will assist the Speaker of the House or the President Protem in running the legislature. The Majority And Minority Whips are the party leaders in the
legislative body and provide guidance to members of their party on how to vote on Bills.
All members of the Senate are addressed as “Senator (last name)” and all members of the House
are addressed as “Representative (last name)” at all times when in session.
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MAJORITY PARTY
President Pro-Tem/Speaker Of The House: Presiding officer of the legislative body. Responsible for
debate during First and Third Reading. Assigns Bills to the committees and takes committee reports.
Majority Party Leader: Responsible for advancing the interests of their party. Takes a prominent
position within her party and is seated in the front row, left side of the assembly. Should be
comfortable making motions to facilitate the flow of the docket.
Chairman Of The Committee Of The Whole: Presides during Second reading/debate on the Bills.
This person and her ability to run debate will set the tone and productivity of the meeting. This
person will preside over more debate than the President Pro-tem/Speaker of the House. Should have
a very high level of confidence and competence with Parliamentary Procedure.
Chief Clerk/Senate Secretary: Records all Bills and keeps a record of all proceedings of the legislative
body. Good handwriting and a desire to keep accurate records are necessary.
Reading Clerk: Responsible for reading of Bills to the assembly. She should have a clear voice that
carries well so all can hear.
Sergeant-At-Arms: Assists the Docket Clerk in delivering the Bills to committee chairmen. Maintains
order in the assembly and observes the comings and goings of visitors within the assembly.

MINORITY PARTY
Minority Party Whip: Responsible for advancing the interests of their party. Takes a prominent
position within her party and is seated in the front row, right side of the assembly. Should feel
comfortable making motions to facilitate the flow of the docket.
Docket Clerk: Keeps a numerical record of all Bills and records the committees to which they are
assigned. Responsible for the delivery of Bills to the proper committee chairman using the Sergeantat-Arms. Good handwriting and a desire to keep accurate records are necessary.
Messenger: assists the Docket Clerk in delivering the Bills to committee chairmen, delivers messages
to the opposite legislative body and sees that order is observed in the assembly. Assist the staff in
running the projection of Bills and/or other relevant education materials. Should have strong
computer and typing skills.
At the beginning of the assembly the Majority and Minority Parties are seated by party. From the
perspective of the leadership at the front of the room facing the audience, the majority is on the right
and the minority party is on the left. Each member is randomly assigned to a specific standing
committee. The chairman of each committee is predetermined from the majority party.
Legislative Committees Assigned at ALA Colorado Girls State
1.
2.
3.
4.

Agriculture, Livestock & Natural Resources
Business Affairs and Technology
Education
Health and Human Services

5.
6.
7.
8.

Judiciary
Local Transportation
Transportation and Energy
State, Veterans and Military Affairs

During the Joint Session on Saturday, the Lt. Governor will preside and the Governor will sign Bills
into law or veto them.
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Number of Federalists

Number of Nationalists
Majority Party is

SENATE
Majority Party Selects

President Pro-Tem And
Party Leader Select

President Pro-Tem
Appoints

Minority Party Selects

President Pro-Tem

Chairman Of The
Committee Of The Whole

Engrossing Clerk
(Majority Or Minority)

Minority Whip

Party Leader

Senate Secretary

One Sergeant-At-Arms

Docket Clerk

Reading Clerk

One Messenger

Leadership is seated at the front of the Senate in this order with their job title in front of them.
Chairman Of
The Committee
Of The Whole

President ProTem

Docket Clerk

Reading Clerk

Chief Clerk

Messenger

HOUSE
Majority Party Selects

Speaker And Party
Leader Select

Speaker, Party Leader,
Clerks, Sergeant-atArms Appoint

Minority Party Selects

Speaker of the House

Chief Clerk

Chairman Of The
Committee Of The Whole

Minority Whip

Party Leader

Reading Clerk

Engrossing Clerk
(Majority or Minority)

Docket Clerk

One Sergeant-At-Arms

One Messenger

Leadership is seated at the front of the Senate in this order with their job title in front of them.
Chairman Of
The Committee
Of The Whole

Speaker of the
House

Docket Clerk

Reading Clerk

Leadership will receive their materials from the counselor
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Chief Clerk

Messenger

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH IN COLORADO
The Legislature of Colorado is called the General Assembly. It is composed of 100 members, 65 in
the House of Representative and 35 in the Senate. Representatives are elected for two-year terms, and
Senators are elected for four-year terms.

ORIGIN OF BILLS
All Bills, Resolutions and Memorials must be introduced by a member of the legislature.
Suggestions for Bills may originate in various places and ways: individuals or groups interested in
certain legislation or by the Governor. The latter are known as “Administrative Bills.” In any event,
the Bill itself must be sponsored by & bear the name of a member or members of the legislature, when
it is presented to the assembly. All revenue Bills must originate in the House of Representatives.

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL
The member introducing the Bill brings it to the Secretary of the Senate or Chief Clerk of the
House. If they find it in proper form, it is given a number and introduced in session by its number
and title. Bills are to be typed or written in legible handwriting and contain no alterations or anything
written between the lines.
FIRST READING – Committee Assignments/Reports
The President Pro-tem or Speaker of the House opens the session by saying “I call the Session of the
Senate or House to order” then she states “Are there any Bills to be presented at this time?”
1. Bills are received and numbered by the Docket Clerk.
2. The Reading Clerk will read the Bill by number and title.
3. The Speaker of the House or the President of the Senate will assign the Bill to a Standing
Committee and will give the Bill to the Committee Chairperson. The Messengers and Sergeantat-Arms may help with the distribution of Bills to the committees.
4. After all of the Bills on hand have been assigned, recess is called for Standing Committee
meetings to discuss the Bills. One of the Senators/Representatives states “I move that we
recess to committee for minutes.” The Bills may be amended in committee by writing the
amendment on a separate paper and attaching the amendment to the main Bill. The Bill’s
sponsor may request to speak to the committee.
5. Upon reconvening, the Chair calls for committee reports. The Committee Chairman reads the
list of Bills and reports what action has been taken. Actions include: (1) passed with favorable
recommendation, (2) passed without favorable recommendation, or rejected, (3) passed with
amendments, (4) postponed action, and (5) still under consideration. When the Bill is reported
out of committee, it is being reported to the floor for Second Reading and will appear on the
calendar in the order of business under Second Reading in the Senate/House.
SECOND READING – Debate
The Chairman of the Committee of the Whole has already been chosen and presides during the
debate on Second Reading.
1. The Chairman makes the motion “I move the assembly resolve itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider (the name of the Bill to be debated or General Orders if more than one Bill is
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to be debated).” The motion is seconded and voted on. A majority in the affirmative adopts
this motion.
2. Before going into the Committee of the Whole, the assembly establishes the rules of debate.
The Majority Leaders states “I move to limit debate on Bills to the author’s speech plus two
pro speeches and three con speeches”. This must be seconded and voted on with a rising vote.
The Minority Whip states, “I move that we limit the author’s speeches to two minutes plus one
minute for questions.” This must be seconded and voted on. The Majority Leader states “I
move to limit all other speeches to two minutes”. This must be seconded and voted on with a
rising vote.
3. The Reading Clerk reads in numerical order the Bills to be considered. Bills are then taken in
the order listed on the docket. The entire Bill will be read.
4. The Sponsor of any Bill may request any Bill be brought up for a Second Reading out of order,
in the form of a motion if she wishes earlier consideration for her Bill. If she desires to do so,
she states, “I move to consider Bill out of order and move it to the top of the docket”. The
motion must be seconded and voted on. A majority vote will allow her Bill to be taken out of
order.
5. The Sponsor comes to the floor, addresses the Chair, and moves passage of her Bill. She speaks
in support of her Bill and remains to answer questions. She states “I move the passage of Bill
because…”. This must be seconded.
6. A Senator or Representative wishing to speak on a Bill is recognized by the Chair, comes to the
floor to give comments, and ends with a statement as to whether she recommends that the Bill
be passed or postponed indefinitely. Senators/Representatives may also introduce
amendments to the Bill from the floor by stating “I move to amend the Bill to read”. This must
be seconded. Debate and a vote on the amendment follow. Debate on the Bill itself resumes.
7. To ask a question, a Senator or Representative asks the Chair if she may do so. If the Chair says
“Yes”, the one asking the question may remain by her seat to pose the question.
8. A Senator or Representative may ask a question of another Senator or Representative on the
floor after obtaining permission from the Chair.
9. To stop debate, a Sponsor renews her motion for passage, or a Senator or Representative may
move Previous Question, with a 2/3 vote necessary, to close debate. If other Senators or
Representatives wish to continue the debate, they may vote this motion down or they may
state “I move to extend debate to allow (4 more speakers or 10 more minutes).” This must be
seconded and voted on. Otherwise, a voice vote is taken on the Bill as amended. A majority
vote can either pass the Bill into Third Reading or postpone the Bill indefinitely.
10. After the vote is taken on the Bill and there are no further bills to be debated, any Senator or
Representative may make a motion to “Rise and Report” its actions to the assembly. To go to
Third Reading, a Senator or Representative states, “I move that we dissolve the Committee of
the Whole.” This must be seconded and voted on. The Senate or the House of Representatives
may move back and forth through all three readings at will.
ENGROSSING
After Second Reading, the Bill is given to the Engrossing Room for Engrossment, which means that
an exact copy of the Bill as it stands is made, including all amendments.
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1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

THIRD READING –Passage
Second and Third readings cannot occur on the same day. (NOTE: at ALA Colorado Girls
State, turning the room lights off and on acts as the passage of time to enable the Bill to
be heard in Third Reading.)
The Speaker of the House or the President of the Senate calls the session back to order.
The Reading Clerk reads the title of the Bill.
The Bill’s sponsor comes to the floor again and moves for the passage of the Bill.
No discussion or debate is allowed, but recognition may be given to any Senator or
Representative who wishes to explain reasons for her vote.
A Roll Call vote is taken (at ALA Colorado Girls State, a standing vote is taken on Third
Reading).
If a Bill is passed, it is so marked and a Sergeant-at-Arms takes the Bill to the sister legislative
body. If the sister body amends this Bill, it may immediately be accepted by the originating
legislative body when it comes back from the sister body. If the amendment is unacceptable, a
Conference Committee of both bodies may be called to resolve the differences.
TREATMENT OF BILLS RECEIVED FROM THE OTHER LEGISLATIVE BODY

The legislative body that receives the Bill that has been passed by the other legislative body treats
the Bill the same as any new Bill would be treated (see the sections on First and Second Readings for
specific details).
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CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
If the second legislative body passes the Bill with amendments, the Bill returns to the originating
body for approval. If the originating body is not in favor of the amendments, a Conference
Committee is called. The Conference Committee is comprised of six members, three from each body.
Of the three from each body, two are majority members and one is a minority member. If the sponsor
of the Bill is from the Majority Party, she is the Chairman of this committee. If she is from the
Minority Party of the originating body, then one of the members from the Majority Party of the
originating body is the Chairman. The sponsor of the Bill becomes the minority member from the
originating body. The members debate, mediate and prepare a compromise that is approved by the
majority of the members from each legislative body, or two of the three Senate members or two of the
three House members. The Bill is then sent back to the originating body to see if that body approves
of the compromise. Upon arrival it is returned to the other body for their approval.
ENROLLMENT
1. After a bill has passed both legislative bodies, the Bill goes to the Enrollment Room. The Bill is
typed up in legal form exactly as it is passed and how it will become law, if approved by the
Governor.
2. After the Bill has been Enrolled, the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House
announce in session that they are signing the Bill and do so in the presence of the members.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

AFTER THE BILL PASSES BOTH THE HOUSE AND THE SENATE
The Bill is sent to the Governor who may sign it into law or may veto it if she does not approve
of the Bill.
After the Governor signs the Bill, the Bill becomes law immediately or at a time provided for in
the Bill.
If the Governor vetoes a Bill, she should state her reasons for the veto on a form and that reads
as follows: “I (Governor’s name) vetoed Bill # because…..”
The General Assembly may enact a Bill over the Governor’s veto by a 2/3 vote in the House
and the Senate.
A Bill can become a law without the Governor’s signature if it has not been signed within 10
days after she receives the Bill while the General Assembly is still in session. After the General
Assembly has adjourned, the Governor has 30 days to sign a Bill.

All ALA Colorado Girls State Citizens are urged to draw up a Bill(s) of her own prior to coming to
Colorado Girls State. These Bills may be introduced at any Senate or House session. Bills will be
accepted throughout the legislative sessions to keep the work exciting and informative.
Follow the Bill form as shown below. Use the Bill form shown on the next page. You may copy this
form or download it from www.alacolorado.com - home page. Write the Bill about something in
which you are interested. It may be a serious Bill concerning current events or it may cover a
lighthearted topic. Blank bill forms are available for your use.
Each Senator or Representative who introduces a Bill whether individually or as part of a committee
that passes both the House and Senate will receive a certificate at the Joint Legislative Session
recognizing her efforts. The Governor may sign the Bill into law or veto it.
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SENATE Bill No.

Introduced by Senator

A BILL
For an Act
1.

CONCERNING THE FLYING OF THE COLORADO STATE FLAG ATALL PUBLIC SCHOOLS

2.

IN THE STATE OF COLORADO.

3.

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State That:

4.

SECTION 1. The State of Colorado shall provide each public school in the State

5.

with a Colorado State flag.

6.

SECTION 2. The general fund of the State will pay for the cost of the flags.

7.

SECTION 3. The Colorado flag will be flown beneath the United State flag and will be

8.

treated in the same manner as the United States flag with regard to raising and retiring the flag.

9.

SECTION 4. A special flag raising ceremony will be held on the first day of classes each

10.

school year.

11.

SECTION 5. Each school district will send a report to the state committee assigned to handle

12.

the distribution of the flags throughout the state. The report will include the type of ceremonies

13.

held by the school district for the initial raising of the flag and the support of students in the

14.

school.

15.

SECTION 6. Safety Clause. The General Assembly hereby finds, determines and

16.

declares that this act is necessary for the immediate and future preservation of the public

17.

peace, health and safety.
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(Senate)
(House) Bill No.

(Senator)
Introduced by:(Representative)

A BILL
For an Act
1. TITLE:
2.
3. SECTION 1.
4.
5.
6. SECTION 2.
7.
8.
9. SECTION 3.
10.
11.
12. SECTION 4.
13.
14.
15. SECTION 5.
16.
17.
18.
19. SECTION 6. Safety Clause. The General Assembly hereby finds, determines and declares that this
20. act is necessary for the immediate and future preservation of the public peace, health and safety.
A downloadable version of this is available on the home page of the American Legion Auxiliary
home page at www.alacolorado.com/girls-state
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HOW TO WRITE EFFECTIVE RESOLUTIONS
Resolutions are utilized in a variety of ways. Here at ALA Colorado Girls State we only use courtesy
resolutions. A resolution is a statement of certain views or conditions and a proposal of certain action to be
taken.
A resolution should deal with only one subject. A resolution has two parts. The Preamble comes first
and consists of the “Whereas” clause, stating the reasons and facts to support the policy or action to be
established. The “Resolved” clause clearly states what policy or action is desired, what organization is adopting
the policy, and where and when it is adopted.
Prepare the “Resolved” section first. (Although it precedes the resolving section, the Preamble or Whereas
clause should be prepared after the resolving section is put into final form.) Once the intent of the resolution
has been made clear, it is easier to decide what statement needs to be in the preamble to make clear the reason
for the resolution. During debate, a preamble is always amended last, because changes in the resolution may
require changes in the “Whereas” clause.
Sample Resolution
WHEREAS, ALA Colorado Girls State is a unique
experience to those privileged to attend; and
WHEREAS, the delegates have expressed a desire to
remember this special association with their peers; now,
Therefore, be it
RESOLVED, by the 2017 delegates of ALA Colorado
Girls State here assembled, at University of Northern
Colorado that the ALA Colorado Girls State pin shall be
worn by ALA Colorado Girls State Alumni each
Wednesday of the school year; and be it further
RESOLVED, that future ALA Colorado Girls State
sessions be encouraged to introduce an identical resolution
for consideration.

Rationale
“WHEREAS”
States reasons and factual background
There is no formula for deciding how many
“Whereas” clauses a resolution should
have. In general, the fewer the better
provided the reasons are adequate for
the resolution.
“RESOLVED”
Policy or action, what group
adopted, where, when.

Resolutions are introduced into the appropriate legislature. They are assigned to a committee. They will
be referred out of committee and then considered in the Second Reading. The resolution can be
amended in the Second Reading. Once passed in the Second Reading it will be ratified in the Joint
Legislative Session.

Resolutions are important business to the ALA Colorado Girls State session – vote on each one
with the realization that through your actions you are helping to build the effectiveness and the
reputation of past, present or future ALA Colorado Girls State bodies, and of the entire ALA
Colorado Girls State program.
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SELECTION OF ALA GIRLS NATION DELEGATES
You will be given the opportunity to help choose two (2) outstanding girls from your fellow ALA
Colorado Girls State citizens to represent you at ALA Girls Nation in Washington, DC. Delegates are
required to give a report of their ALA Girls Nation experience at the American Legion Auxiliary,
Department of Colorado Midyear meeting in January and at the next ALA Colorado Girls State session the
following June. Any ALA Colorado Girls State Citizen is eligible for Girls Nation. She does not need to
have been elected to an office.
The ALA Girls Nation session is held annually at The National 4-H Center, Chevy Chase, Maryland.
The dates are noted in the Session Manual and can also be found at www.alaforveterans.org. Expenses for
attending the ALA Girls Nation session are paid for by the American Legion Auxiliary, including airfare to
and from Colorado.
ALA GIRLS NATION DELEGATES SHALL BE SELECTED IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER:
1. Two girls each will be nominated by her peers from the House and the Senate.
2. One girl from each city will be nominated by her city peers.
3. No girl is allowed to be nominated from both her city AND a legislative house.
4. The Director, Assistant Director, one staff member and both Girls Nation delegates from the prior year
will interview each candidate for up to 10 minutes. They will then make the final decision.
5. The candidates are strongly encouraged to submit a bill that she has written to the interview committee.
6. There will be two (2) delegates and two (2) alternates selected.

WHEN NOMINATING CANDIDATES FOR ALA GIRLS NATION, EACH CITIZEN SHOULD
CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING:
1. Leadership
2. Cooperativeness
3. Ability to speak extemporaneously before an audience
4. Good health
5. Good sportsmanship
6. A sincere desire by the candidate to be one of the best participants in every phase of the ALA
Girls Nation program.
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PATRIOTIC SONGS
AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL
By Katherine Lee Bates
O beautiful for spacious
skies, For amber waves of
grain, For purple mountain
majesty Above the fruited
plain!
America! America!
God shed his grace on thee
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea!

O beautiful for heroes proved
In liberating strife.
Who more than self the country loved
And mercy more than life!
America! America!
May God thy gold refine
Till all success be nobleness
And every gain divine!
O beautiful for patriot dream
That sees beyond the years
Thine alabaster cities gleam
Undimmed by human tears!
America! America!
God shed his grace on thee
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea!

O beautiful for pilgrim feet
Whose stern, impassioned stress
A thoroughfare for freedom beat
Across the wilderness!
America! America!
God mend thine every flaw,
Confirm thy soul in self-control,
thy liberty in law
AMERICA
(in a round)
America, America
Shall we tell you how we feel? You have
given us your blessing.
We love you so.

Peace, Peace, Peace, Peace.
Wars may come and wars may cease. We
must learn to live together.
Peace, Peace, Peace.

Love, Love, Love, Love
Love is the gospel of the world. Love your
neighbor as your brother.
Love, Love, Love.

America, America
Shall we tell you how we feel?
You have given us your blessing.
We love you so.

GOD BLESS AMERICA
By Irving Berlin

THIS IS MY COUNTRY
This is my country!
Land of my birth!
This is my country!
Grandest on earth!
I pledge thee my allegiance,
America, the bold,
For this is my country
To have and to hold

God Bless America. Land that I love
Stand beside her, and guide her
Thru the night with a light from above.
From the mountains, to the prairies,
To the oceans, white with foam
God bless America
My home sweet home.
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HERE’S TO GIRLS STATE
Words and music by Haroldene Anne Heeren, Hemingford, Nebraska
Delegate to the 1947 Cornhusker Girls State
Raise your voices, raise them high
Sing to Girls State, and here’s why
Look to Girls State, and you will find
Tomorrow’s leaders of mankind
CHORUS
We are the future builders
Builders in a band
And we come from Girls State,
The best State in the land.
We are up and coming
Progressive, kind and strong
And to our own Girls State
We proudly sing our song.

Of our leaders, we will learn.
Cause some day, twill come our turn
To fulfill their utmost plan.
A lasting peace for every man,

CHORUS
We are the future builders
Builders in a band
And we come from Girls State,
The best State in the land.
We are up and coming
Progressive, kind and strong
And to our own Girls State
We proudly sing our song
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NATIONALIST PARTY SONG
Tune: Darling Clementine

FEDERALIST PARTY SONG
Tune: Darling Clementine

We are Nationals, we are Nationals
We are Nationals is our cry,
And we’re out to beat the Federals
All you Voters pass them by!

We are Federals, we are Federals
We are Federals ‘til we die.
And we’re out to beat the Nationals
For each office we will try.

Better schools and better teachers;
Balanced budgets all along.
If you stick right with the party
You will find you’re never wrong.

We’ve been working on the platform
Half the night and all the day
We’ve been working for the party
For the best is Federal’s way!

We are Nationals, we are Nationals
We are Nationals all around.
With a halo on our heads
For heaven we are bound.

If you want to know our platform
Fall right in and hear our views.
We are out for lower taxes
Better movies, better news.

Harps of gold, clouds of white
Quiet peace throughout the land
With love our guiding master
We will rule with strong hand.

Can’t you feel the party spirit?
Rise up early in the morn.
Can’t you feel the power growing?
See the Nationals look forlorn!

GOD BLESS THE U.S.A.
by Lee Greenwood

‘Cause there ain’t no doubt I love this land
God Bless the U.S.A.

If tomorrow all the things were gone
I’d worked for all my life,
And I had to start again
with just my children and my wife,
I’d thank my lucky stars
to be living here today,
‘Cause the flag still stands for freedom
and they can’t take that away.
I’m proud to be an American
where at least I know I’m free,
And I won’t forget the men who died
who gave that right to me,
And I’ll gladly stand up, next to you
and defend her still today,
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From the lakes of
Minnesota to the hills of
Tennessee, Across the
plains of Texas from sea to
shining sea.
From Detroit down to
Houston and New York to
L.A.,
There’s pride in every American
heart and it’s time we stand and
say:
I’m proud to be an American
where at least I know I’m
free,
And I won’t forget the men who
died who gave that right to me,
And I’ll gladly stand up, next to
you and defend her still today,
‘Cause there ain’t no doubt I love this
land God Bless the U.S.A.
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STAR-SPANGLED BANNER
Oh, say can you see by the dawn’s early light
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars thru the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming?
And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.
Oh, say does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?
On the shore, dimly seen through the mists of the deep,
Where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence reposes,
What is that which the breeze, o’er the towering steep,
As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses?
Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s first beam,
In full glory reflected now shines in the stream:
‘Tis the star-spangled banner! Oh long may it wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!
And where is that band who so dauntingly swore
That the havoc of war and the battle’s confusion,
A home and a country should leave us no more!
Their blood has washed out their foul footsteps’ pollution.
No refuge could save the hireling and slave
From the terror of flight, or the gloom of the grave:
And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!
Oh! thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand
Between their loved home and the war’s desolation!
Blest with victory and peace, may the heav’n rescued land
Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation.
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just,
And this be our motto: “In God is our trust.”
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!
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HISTORY OF ALA GIRLS STATE
In the depression-ridden days of the early 1930s, the American Legion grew concerned over the public
statements to the effect that democracy was on the skids. How could America train its young people in
the process of self-government as effectively as fascist Italy and Nazi Germany seemed to be training
their youth groups in the promulgation of totalitarian forms of government? Deciding that the best way
to learn something was by practicing it, the American Legion began in 1935 to gather high school boys
together for a few days each summer in a citizenship training program on the processes of city and state
government. They called it Boys State.
As the Boys State program succeeded and spread throughout the United States, the American Legion
Auxiliary began to provide similar opportunities for high school girls. The first ALA Girls State was
conducted in 1937 and since 1948 has been a regular part of the Auxiliary's Children and Youth and
Americanism programs. ALA Girls State has been held in all 50 states.
ALA Girls State is a nonpartisan program staffed by American Legion Auxiliary members and/or
former ALA Girls State citizens who volunteer their time and effort to this program. Administrative
costs are defrayed by the Department organizations. Delegates to ALA Girls State are selected with the
help of their high school principals, counselors, and teachers on the basis of leadership qualities and
academic achievement and must be between their junior and senior years in high school to qualify.
Since the early days of ALA Girls State, nearly one million young women have had the opportunity to
participate in ALA Girls State programs throughout the country.
ALA Girls Nation, the youth citizenship program in the process of federal government to which ALA
Girls State programs each send two Senators each year, is an annual climax to the ALA Girls State
program and has been held in the nation's capital for one week each summer since 1947. All costs for
ALA Girls Nation, including transportation, are financed by the American Legion Auxiliary's national
organization.

53

54

FIGHT SONG
By Rachel Platten

Like a small boat
On the ocean
Sending big waves
Into motion
Like how a single word
Can make a heart open
I might only have one match
But I can make an explosion

This is my fight song
Take back my life song
Prove I'm alright song
My power's turned on
Starting right now I'll be strong
I'll play my fight song
And I don't really care if
nobody else believes
'Cause I've still got a lot of fight
left in me
A lot of fight left in me

And all those things I didn't say
Wrecking balls inside my brain
I will scream them loud tonight
Can you hear my voice this time?

Like a small boat
On the ocean
Sending big waves
Into motion
Like how a single word
Can make a heart open
I might only have one match
But I can make an explosion

This is my fight song
Take back my life song
Prove I'm alright song
My power's turned on
Starting right now I'll be strong
I'll play my fight song
And I don't really care if nobody else believes
'Cause I've still got a lot of fight left in me

This is my fight song
Take back my life song
Prove I'm alright song
My power's turned on
Starting right now I'll be strong
(I'll be strong)
I'll play my fight song
And I don't really care if
nobody else believes
'Cause I've still got a lot of fight
left in me

Losing friends and I'm chasing sleep
Everybody's worried about me
In too deep
Say I'm in too deep (in too deep)
And it's been two years I miss my home
But there's a fire burning in my bones
Still believe
Yeah, I still believe
And all those things I didn't say
Wrecking balls inside my brain
I will scream them loud tonight
Can you hear my voice this time?

Know I've still got a lot of fight
left in me
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